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come here to waste the prime of life in idleness, and to squan-

der their parents' money indiesipation; they must not eipect us to
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oennit them to fix a stain upon the character of this infant Insti-

tution.. We earn not, whether their parents be high or low, rich

or poor, mighty or weak, we cannot permit them to enact their

obscene comedies in this holy temple of learning, nor to let their

cloven feet upon the tender blossom of Science, which has been

o beneficently planted in this faitregion of the South. If wo

can leach them no other lesson, we must at least teach them,

that some other College, or some other place will answer their

purposes far better than this. For if we understand it rightly,

this Institution has not been so nobly endowed, that it may har-

bor tha incorrigibly vicious and worthies, but that it may pre- -
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always do right, provided iheyare furnished with 0 requisite
light and knowledge. As this doctrine supposes ignorance to-b- e

the only source of evil; so the only remedy it proposes is the
universal diffusion of kpowledge.

This scheme for the training and elevation of human nature,
has kbeen handed down to us from antiquity. In one of bis

dialogues, Socrates is made to say: "The man, Eutbydemua,
that knows the laws that are to regulate his conduct in serving
the Gods, will serve them according to those laws I1 "No
doubt," replies Eutbydemus. "And he who serveth them

according to those laws, will serve them as he ought."
"He will," says Euthydemus. "But is ho who serveth them

as he ought, pious!" "Assuredly," answers Euthyde-
mus. "Then he who knoweth how he ought to serve

the gods," concludes Socrates, "may rightly be defined

a pious person." Thus, according to Socrates, knowl-

edge alone is the grand panacea for all superstition and vie,
for all idolatry and crime.

In strict conformity with the above reasoning, the great mo-

ralist in question comes to the conclusion, that "we furnish
ourselves with an inexhaustible fund of virtue, when we treasure
un the vri1in2s of great men." If this be so. whv we ask. was

to become the ornaments of
Ppare men real, living men

. ......... . e .t.Gimmn Tbcstss Lapibs akd GaHTiEHE.f :

Taa University of Mississippi, ai you are aware, hat this

day reached the cloie of its First Session ; and in reaching this

point of its progress, it has passed the most critical and trying

period of its existence. During that period our minds have

sxsiety and the laltntui servants w mo owe.
This conducts us to the main subject of our discourse, name-

ly, the origin of the difficulties with which every scheme of

Education and Government Is necessarily encumbered. These

difficulties are frequently underrattd ; and hence inadequate

means are relied upon to surmount ihem. One great reason of

this error is, that the friends of education and good order fre- -

been frequently weighed down under a sense of the stupendous

responsibilities resting upon us. Indeed, as the first faculty of

an Institution, upon whose destiny so. many hopes and so many
interests are suspended, we could not have failed to be deeply

impressed with the magnitude of the trust confided to us.

IlnnrA. the University has been the subject of our daily

otientlr form too high an estimate of human nature. ISo

greater mistake, we humbly conceive, can be made in any kind

of government or discipline, whether it bo parental, collegiate,

civil, or ecckiatical, than to proceed on the supposition of the

not a Bacon the purest, as well as "the greatest ami brightest"

ofpankind T But Socrates himself shall pronounce the con-

demnation of his .own logic. In the very same dialogue he

lays: " Doth not intemperance rob us of our reason, that chief
excellence of man, and drive us on to commit the very greatest

thoughts, of our niehtly meditations, of our constant anxiety,
inherent rctitude and purity of the human mind

It is evident, that the moral world, as it came fresh from the
disorders? Can he who is immerred in pleasure, find'time to

hand of God, was not disfigured by the least appearance of evil
nrn on things that are useful! But if he

It was the perception of this truth, dimly seen through the mists
eould, his judgment is so far overborne by his appetites, that,

seeing the right path, he deliberately rejects it." Here the Phif tradition, or more clearly revealed by the lght of nature with

ia us. that Inspired the. Heathen Poets with their beautiful vr
losopher, losing siffht of theory and speaking from observation,

f our profoundest solicitude. A multitude of reflections have

thus arisen in our minds, which It would not be improper, per-- i

haps, to lay before you on the present occasion; but, on the

whole, we have deemed it advisable to confine our attention
I to a single subject, which has long appeared to us to be one of

nspeakable Importance. This subject relates to the origin of
I the difficulties with which every scheme of Education and Gov-- I

eminent is necessarily encumbered. Bui before proceeding to

t consider this subject, we beg leave to say a word in relation t

certain difficulties, which have been peculiar to our labors du-

ringi the past year. These difficulties have arisen in part front

our own fault, and in part from circumstancea and causes over

ions of a golden age. And well might it do so ; for in all the

magnificence and glory of God's world, as it sprang bright from hal spoken in accordance with the experience of mankind in all

ages. For who has not had occasion to utterthe complaint o
the word of His powei, there was not the least impress or ow

the poet; that he perceived and approved the right, but yet
shadowing of evil. Peace reigned within, and Paradise bloom

ed without. But that happy age has passed. Though once a pursued the wrong:
" Video melif-- praboqiu

ikltrior uptort

But, secondly, the theory ia question is not only contra dieted

by the phenomena of the moral world, it is also founded on false

reasoning. The fallacy arises from the ambiguity of the propo-
sition, that "virtue consists in following nature." To follow
nature may mean, either to follow the highest, or the strongest
principle of our nature. In the first sense, wa do not deny that
virtue consists in following nature This doctrine, which was'
maintained by the most distinguished! of the ancient Philoso-

phers, is clearly unfolded in the most profoond analysis of our
moral powers ever given to the world. ' According to' Bishop
Butler, the author of that analysis, virtue consists in following the
evident intention of nature ; but it is the evident intention of na-

ture, that conscience should be the supreme governing principle
of our actions. Had it might, as it has right, says he, "had it

power, as it has manifest authority; it would absolutely govern
the world." But to follow nature in this sense, that is, to follow
the dictates of conscience, is no easy matter. On the contrary, to
bring all our appetites and passions and desires hrto perfect bar.
mony with the higher powers of our nature, is the mostarduous
and difficult of all labors.

But we may be said to follow nature, when we yield to fbe im-

pulse of the strongest principle of our nature, la this sense,
nothing is more easy than to follow nature, it is true ; but to fol-

low it in this sense, is not to practice virtue, Conscience is no

longer wha? it was drsigned to be, the sua and centre of the mo-

ral system of man ; directing all his movements by its light, and

controlling them by its influence. Conscience has been dethron-
ed. The passions have usurped the seat o power and authority'.
Hence, the discipline ofa virtuous lifo is not so short and easy as
it would have been, but for this frightful disruption ia the moral
harmony of our nature. If we would lead a virtuous life, wa
must do something more than simply glide down on the gentle
current of pure jtffections; we must stem the mighty torrent of
human passion. We must struggle against the wind, tide and
current of the roost influential powers of nature. This seems
to be.the true view of human Mature, as it now exists, and it is ia
perfect accordance with the astounding facts of the world's over- -'

whelming wickedness.

Statesmen, as well as the friends of education, have freoiently
overlooked the real internal source of the difficulties, with which,
they have had to contend. Ilsnce, they too, have indulged in
romantic hopes, and relied upon visionary schemes. Especially
have they expected too much from the mere external arrange-
ments of society. The popla of Rome did right, no doubt, in
hurling theTarquins from the throne. They did right, no doubt, ,

in refusing to submit to the oppressors wrong. ' Cut yet were
they most sadly deceived in regard lo the blessings they expec-
ted lo flow from the establishment of a grand republic. They
had expelled the Tarquins from the throne, but they had not
expelled the spirit of the Tarquins from the human breast-He- nce,

how soon is the fair morning of the republic overcast
with clouds and darkness t How soon is the bright hope of the

patriot blasted, and tha land once more given to the tyrant's
scourge I In vain has he burnt with ind ifnation at the tyrant's
wrong, and, in divinest rage, trampled the tyrant's throne to
atoms. In vain has he poured down the floods of a holy wrath
upon the vile head of the crowned actor in the awful tragedy of
Lucretia, For scarcely has the monarchy passed away, before
on the darkened theatre of the republic, it the equally appalling
tragedy of Virginia enacted !

The first French revolution was, perhaps, the most magnifi-
cent illusion by which the world has ever been deceived. It
was haildcd by the friends of human freedom Ja every part of
the civilized world, with acclamations of joy and delight.
They beheld a great nation rising ia its might, with a resistless
determination to shake off the wrongs and abuses under which
it had groaned for ages ; and to establish ia their stead, the grand
principles of human right. The g'ory of the cauve cast a de-

ceptive lustre over the spirit by which it was espoused. For, la
reality, the French people had only learned to hate the oppres
sot's wrong, and not to love liberty. They had twora eternal
hostility to tyrants, but bo eternal fidelity to man. Hence their
haired of oppres&ioa was a fierce, wild, dark, maddened spirit

reality, it now exists only among the bright dreams of the poet.

Nowhere can we look on this majestic fabric of the world, withoutt which we have had no control. At the outset, we received a
Nowhere can we find a raore striking illustration of this sad

beholding the frightful ravages of evil, and the frowning signalsI number of Students into the University, who were not prepared truth, than that which the gieat bard of Scotland has left upon
record in the memorable lima which he prepared as a fit epitaphto reap the full benefit of ita course of instruction. Tbiserror has of the divine displeasure. The King of terrors now reigns over

all. The pride, the pompbe glory of the world, wither at I lis

approach, and sink into the dust. All ages and nations have
been a source of vexation and trouble to us, rather than of good
to those whom it was intended to favor. ' The successful opera,
tion of the University will require us, In future, to adhere more sickened beneath the touch of His power. The fair world itself

has thus become one great hospital, and the beautiful earth, one

t Viiirvinrr nine. Whence is all this? Whence this infiniterigidly to the terms of admission prescribed in our laws and

legion of miseries to which man is a prey t Whence this awfulregulations. Indeed, it has bjen our intention, from the first,

not to lower the standard of admission for another session ; and

if this has been done at'all, It was because that standard'had

for himself: . ,

Is there a man, he judgment clear,
Can others teach ihe cour.se to ateer,

, Yet runs, himself, liles mad carW,
Wild as the waVet

litre pause a ud, throogh the siarwig tear

Survey hia grave, ,

The poor inhabitant below
Wan qui. k lo feel, and wise to kno ,

And keenly felt the friendly (low
And softer flame

Bat countless follies laid him low,
AnJ stained hii name.

spectacle of a world lying in ruins, and hastening to deca J?
This question cannot be better answered, than by the sublime

not been made known beforehand, and many had flocked to the

University without the possibility of knowing on w hat they had

to depend. We shall hereafler itnmpvpably adhere to the pre.

language of the poet:
Forth reaching to the fro it, the plucked, kbe eat;
Earth felt the wound, and nature from ber seat,

Sighing through all her works, gavfl xlgas of woe,
That all was lost.'

Think not, we entreat you, that we are about to deliver A horn- -

tlr on "the fall of man and its consequences." Such a sttriect is

'Ah, how bitterly must he have felt, in the viry midst of all his

light, the galling and debasing tyranny of vi jo I Though quick
to fH and wise to know, this superiority I f knowledge and

moral sensibility, only caused a sense of folly to sting like an
so liule adapted to flatter the pride, or to gratify the taste, orlo de

light the imagination, that it is prudently shunned by all liarary
adder, and conscience to gnaw like a buning worm. Some

men who ha ve a due regard for their precious reputation. v 1 trust
thing more potent than mere knowledge, we

we have not committed an unpardonable sin against the spirit Lf the
to subdue the will of man. Indeed, in the whole range and wild

chaos of human folly, we know not a more (fata! delusion tharelegant literature or the day, and brought ourselves lotsutter
disgrace with all "polite scholars," by a mere parsing allision

that in which so many parents fondly indullo, that when the;:
to it. We shall certainly not dwell on so repulsive a therle,

children "grow up and learn better," ashhey express it, K

will be easy to induce them to throw off thJ bad hab ts, which,
For why may not we,ts well as others, think with the Chi rch,
and speak with the world ? Why may not we, too, sail betl een

Scylta and Charybdis by holding the doctrine of man's! de ely permitted toin early life, .they have been most unv.

cribed terms of admission. This is indispensible, in our opin-

ion, to secure a solid foundation on which to rear a goodly

superstructure of sound learning, as well as to preserve the

dignity and character of the University itself.

It has also been a great disadvantage, that as yet no Junior

or Senior Class has been formed in the University. It is well

known, that the elements of discord nnd mischief in Colleges
are usually found in the Freshman and Sophomore Classes,
while the elements of order exUt iu the two higher classes.
The reason'of this is plain. The higher classes are formed

from the lower, by pruning and cultivating them; what is bad in

them is cut o and what is good, Is developed and improved.
Hence, by the time they r.ach the Junior and Senior years,
they are prepared to exert a salutary influence. We have been
without this happy influence in the University of Mississippi;
and that too, at the time it was most needed. If the machinery
has not worked perfectly well, then, this should be ascribed in

part at least to tie fact, that one of its main regulators'has
been wanting.

In addition to this, when the University first opened, it was

impossible to procure text books immediately, and consequently
the time of the Students could not be fully occupied. Idleness,

always so unfavorable to good conduct, was especially so In a
large number of young men, many of whom had broken loose

from the restraints of home for the first time, and collected to,
gether ia one body. The disorders necesesrily flowing from

this source, were heightened and increased by the idea which

pravity as fact ' and treating it as fiction T Shall we not in contract
trtt',n iK mind, and form it in knbi: of virtue, is a far

this way satisfy the creed and at the same time gratify h V w I - - " g

more difficult task than is supposed by many of the roost enlightaste of the vry refined orthodoxy of the present dsy, ahd

thereby escape the horrors tf literary martyrdom T It is true,
tened friends of education. We might easy select a hundred

striking illustrations of the justness of this remark. But we shallwe have ventured, most unfahionably we admit, to allude to th
confine our attention to a single example, which is taken from

an author of great eminence. In his celebraled woik on "(The
depravity of human nature; but how careful have we been not to

peak one plain word on the subject? We have merely hinted

that human nature is not as pure as it might be; and even this Active and Moral Powers or Man, Dugald Stewart has said:
" Good habiu are incomparably more easy in the acqnisition than

bad.' That such habits as are reasonable and agreeable to na-

ture are more easily acquired than others of a contrary descrip

hint, we have set forth in the high sounding phrase and under the

magnificent imagery of the poet, in order to conceal its offensive
of resentment ; neither enlightened by wikdom, nor controlled

by goodness. It was, therefore, as impotent to construct, as it
was mighty to destroy It knew no bounds of moderation ; itnets. If we had only seen an array with banners before us, or

a wilderness of bristling bayonets, we might, perhaps, hava tion, is an old and common remark. It is well expressed and'
bsolutcly.rejoiced In the work of destruction, until all its laS

very happily illustrated in the following language of Quioclil-lia- n

: " The discipline of a virtuous life is short and easy, nature

having formed us for whatever is excellent, and having to UcWU

summoned up couAge to make a bold and open confession of this

despised portion of the crec-- of the Christian world. Cut nbo
can encounter, even in imagination, a wh6!e Christian audience

del dreams about the inherent purity and the indefinite

f man, were swallowed up and lost ia real visions of
blood.

tated to a willing mind every acquisition which tends to its im
To he conclude! ntit trrri.of learned men and fair women, with noses all upturned as if

provement, as to render k wonderful that vicfl should bo so .......Ttyprevalent ia the world. For as to tubes, water is the appropri Ccarocs Facts A writer ia the D-- t'a Medical Jottr
ate element; to terres'.ial animals, the dry land; and to birds,

they smelt a sermon in every wordf We confess, that wo are

prepared for no such conflict, and we intend ta be gailty of no

uch heroic folly.

But, with permission of the audience, we will make bold to

noI, states the following- - fac!, whicli be says Las Leea
collected frora authentic statistics :the surrounding atmoephere; so to man it is certainly more easy

to follow the suggestions of Nalue than to pursue a plan contra I. That the Ier.vfity the rnre African Is rreater
cay, that neither education nor government is one of the foe

ry to her obvious intentions and arrangements. than that of the inh jlitacti of any other portion of tha
globe.Now, lb it reasoning, plausible as it may teem, owes all

tome young men seemed to bring here with them, that College
lifo Is a sort of farce or comedy in which each actor is expec-

ted to display tha brilliancy of his parts, and lo signalise his

genius in freaks of mischief and scenes of dissipation. This
foolish notion was not sufficiently discouraged at first ; because
we sincerely wished to benefit all within our reach, and until
all could have an opportunity to devote themselves to study, wa

ould not determine who would remain incorrigible, and who

might be saved to the University and to the State.
All things considered, we have no reason to be discouraged,

but, oa the contrary, we have abundant fround for hope, list
the First Eesiioa of lie Unite nity has succeeded so well as it
Las, and finally come to so eeonclualon. Uipecia!y
is this the case, as the gxd order of the Institution has beea

steadily progressive, and its pro pcU coctiooally t reletting.
For several rowels past, indeed, iM affairs of tie Uoirenitf
lave Cowed on smoothly and delightfully, with one xce;Uenj
and thai exception we are happy to know, aoca terminated fa as

perfect order and quiet as ever reigned ia any d
' We live eniesvored to impress it cpoi tbe F'j!T.ta cflH

3. That Malaltoes, i. e., those bora cf parents cr.e be
r; African and the other Caaeassiaa cr white, are de--

iu apparent conclusiveness to the ambiguity of a single word,

on which it has but too securely stood from the time of Qaine-tilia- n

down to the present day. We intend te lay Lars ttk
ambiguify, and expe the portentous eopliim it Las so lor j

arts, and hence, their principles are to be determined, not ty
the taste nor the imagination, but by the real nature and condi-

tion of man. If human nature be really fallen, this fact is

taught with the roast tremendous practical consequences, and it

escnot be overlooked with impunity. And we will a!so venture
to aUrm, that if Philanthropists and Statesmen had not kept this

odious fsct so much in the back ground, their speculations wookl

ciiedly the sbortcit l.vil cf &.sy d&s ci tha buma
race.

3. That ?Io!atfoes art rnor liil!.- ta J - .i;r thabeen made to support. Tor if tils sorlIra be received as
are cf -- 3, than the whites or tlsrlt betwrc 0e area

truth, it cannot fail to give form and u.ince and dirttmata? bffa far more solid, and the world would have been if.-c- 4 j to 43, 0;) to i f; - : : 5 ta 7Q, IvJ to I.
4. TV.t tb r-t- ity f fre rccr'.e cf c:.lor la t!s....... - . .i i , i . . ,

to urvjews respecting the mean nce!ary to 'eata an 5

purifv lie nature of raaa: it mot inevitably crncfad frcitl.rutl frora a eounilest tnefruude of will wsd iiiocary
chema for the improvement of runted.' It is high C.ne, w Un.icj i r.?ra vj ir cer.j greater uaa
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